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Disclaimers for Using Datasets from the Preference Parameters Study in the US by Osaka University 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

Among the data we collected for Preference Parameters Study in the US by Osaka University, it 

has been confirmed that there are considerable amounts of survey responses that could have 

been collected from the different individuals in the same households across the multiple survey 

years. Accordingly, we acknowledge that there could be potential problems in using the data for 

a continuation panel study by the same individuals. We hereby report on what has been 

confirmed so far by investigating this problem; 

 

� As the surveys in the United States were conducted as parts of a continuation survey by the 

same groups of households, the identification numbers of survey respondents in the 

datasets are used to identify the respective households. Therefore, the same identification 

numbers used across the multiple survey years do not necessarily identify the individuals. 

� The number and the proportion of the responses that could be collected from different 

individuals in the same households across two consecutive years are indicated in the table 

below (See the blue highlighted "Unmatched respondents" and "Proportion of unmatched 

respondents"). Above all, the numbers skyrocketed in 2012 and 2013. 

� These inconsistencies in datasets could be attributed to the collection methods of survey 

panels, the period of collecting information about survey panels' personal attributes, and the 

possibility that other household members in the same household answered the survey. 

 

We sincerely apologize for any inconveniences regarding this matter. We will keep providing 

the information regarding the identification numbers of the inconsistent datasets. We will also 

keep informing you about the further concerns for using the datasets on this website. 
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